Words of Oscar Romero
Sermon at Church in Aguilares:
66:45 – 67:43
We are here today to retake possession of this church building and to strengthen all those whom
the enemies of the Church have trampled down. You should know that you have not suffered
alone, for you are the church; you are the People of god; you are Jesus, in the here and now. He
is crucified in you, just as surely as He was crucified 2000 years ago on that hill outside of
Jerusalem. And you should know that your pain and your suffering, like His, will contribute to
El Salvador’s liberation and redemption.”
From Romero’s homilies and radio speeches:
71:41-72:28
I am a shepherd who with his people has begun to learn a beautiful and difficult truth; our faith
requires that we immerse ourselves in the world. I believe economic injustice is the root cause of
our problems; from it stems all the violence.
The Church has to be incarnated in those who fight for freedom and defend them and share in
their persecution.
From The Violence of Love.
“We have never preached violence, except the violence of love, which left Christ nailed to a
cross, the violence that we must each do to ourselves to overcome our selfishness and such cruel
inequalities among us. The violence we preach is not the violence of the sword, the violence of
hatred. It is the violence of love, of brotherhood,the violence that wills to beat weapons into
sickles for work.”
― Oscar A. Romero, The Violence of Love
“When we struggle for human rights, for freedom, for dignity, when we feel that it is a ministry
of the church to concern itself for those who are hungry, for those who have no schools, for those
who are deprived, we are not departing from God’s promise. He comes to free us from sin, and
the church knows that sin’s consequences are all such injustices and abuses. The church knows it
is saving the world when it undertakes to speak also of such things.”
― Oscar A. Romero, The Violence of Love
Beautiful is the moment in which we understand that we are no more than an instrument of God;
we live only as long as God wants us to live; we can only do as much as God makes us able to
do; we are only as intelligent as God would have us be. ”
― Oscar A. Romero
“Let us not forget: we are a pilgrim church, subject to misunderstanding, to persecution, but a
church that walks serene, because it bears the force of love.”
― Oscar A. Romero, The Violence of Love
“I don’t want to be an anti, against anybody. I simply want to be the builder of a great
affirmation: the affirmation of God,who loves us and who wants to save us.”
― Oscar A. Romero, The Violence of Love
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“The church must suffer for speaking the truth, for pointing out sin, for uprooting sin. No one
wants to have a sore spot touched, and therefore a society with so many sores twitches when
someone has the courage to touch it and say: “You have to treat that. You have to get rid of that.
Believe in Christ. Be converted.”
― Oscar A. Romero, The Violence of Love
“For the church, the many abuses of human life, liberty, and dignity are a heartfelt suffering. The
church, entrusted with the earth’s glory, believes that in each person is the Creator’s image and
that everyone who tramples it offends God. As holy defender of God’s rights and of his images,
the church must cry out. It takes as spittle in its face, as lashes on its back, as the cross in its
passion, all that human beings suffer, even though they be unbelievers. They suffer as God’s
images. There is no dichotomy between man and God’s image. Whoever tortures a human being,
whoever abuses a human being, whoever outrages a human being abuses God’s image, and the
church takes as its own that cross, that martyrdom.”
― Oscar A. Romero, The Violence of Love
“Peace is not the product of terror or fear.
Peace is not the silence of cemeteries.
Peace is not the silent result of violent repression.
Peace is the generous,
tranquil contribution of all
to the good of all.
Peace is dynamism.
Peace is generosity.
It is right and it is duty.
“We must overturn so many idols, the idol of self first of all, so that we can be humble, and only
from our humility can learn to be redeemers, can learn to work together in the way the world
really needs. Liberation that raises a cry against others is no true liberation. Liberation that
means revolutions of hate and violence and takes away lives of others or abases the dignity of
others cannot be true liberty. True liberty does violence to self and, like Christ, who disregarded
that he was sovereign becomes a slave to serve others.”
― Oscar A. Romero, The Violence of Love
“Let us be today’s Christians. Let us not take fright at the boldness of today’s church. With
Christ’s light let us illuminate even the most hideous caverns of the human person: torture, jail,
plunder, want, chronic illness. The oppressed must be saved, not with a revolutionary salvation,
in mere human fashion, but with the holy revolution of the Son of Man, who dies on the cross to
cleanse God’s image, which is soiled in today’s humanity, a humanity so enslaved, so selfish, so
sinful.”
― Oscar A. Romero, The Violence of Love
“There are many things that can only be seen through eyes that have cried”
― Oscar A. Romero
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